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Pastor’s Perspective

Greetings in the name of our Living Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ!

Pentecost will arrive on May 15™. It is at Pentecost that
the God sends the Holy Spirit to us that we might be
empowered to proclaim the gospel message of Jesus
Christ to people everywhere. That, my friends, is the
primary task we as a church have been given. It is a
task which requires a lot of hard work and patience. And
what do we get out of it all? The satisfaction of knowing
that others can be saved because of us. We aren’t in it for
profit so let’s get that out of our heads right away!

Do you know what the difference is between the church
of Jesus Christ and every other institution or organization
in the world? The church exists solely to serve others.
Not for profit. Not for recognition. But to give glory to
God.

Have you ever played that classic, popular board game
Monopoly? The whole idea, of course, is to accumulate
and control wealth. You try to buy up as much property
as possible, in order to have more than anyone else, to
secure income for later on, to have fun, to live it up! It
must be something to live on Park Avenue or Boardwalk,
and just imagine the amount of prestige and power to be
at the head of a major utility company or railroad. Yet, as
the game goes on, (and 'm actually referring to real life
now) one has to wonder, “What good is all this doing?”

In 1 Corinthians 10:31, St. Paul writes, “So whether you
eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God.” In every situation or circumstance or opportunity
in life, we Christians must ask, “How can [ use this to
bring glory to God?” Sometimes I wonder if there is a
single thing that is more difficult to honor God with, than
the financial resources that God has entrusted to our care.
You see, finances have such a tremendous power and
influence over our lives and we are called to be masters
over money, not the other way around.

I have been called to serve you according to the great
commission, to provide leadership and guidance in your
Christian growth and maturity as disciples of Christ. You
have been called as disciples of Christ, to bring others
into relationship to Christ and his church. And the reason
we do this is not for popularity (which we all would like
to have) but to honor God and to give him all glory, not
for a huge profit for the church, but to glorify God our
Creator. When we can view it from that perspective we
are truly God’s earthly vessels, God’s disciples and we’ll
be working for all the right reasons. However we as a
Christian Church need to realize that we are unable to do
it alone. We need the help of the Holy Spirit which God
sent to us at Pentecost. We also need each other and we
need to work together.

Working together is so vital in glorifying God. Friends,
God didn’t create us to be lone rangers. Whether you’re
single or married, widowed or very young, it makes no
difference; God’s grand design is to work and play, live
and learn, love and serve with other people. Doing all of
this to give glory to God.

Close relationships don’t just happen. They need to be
cultivated and worked at. They need to be sought out,
nurtured, and pursued. Even Jesus, the Son of God and
Savior of the world, put a high priority on several close
relationships during his life as a human being here in this
place.

Make a friend and be a friend. If you see a gap in your
life when it comes to intimate, Christian relationships
don’t just stand there and pout, do something about it.

“We” is often better than “Me” when it comes to making
music or living out life to the glory of God. Besides,
that’s the heart and soul of the Christian Church, to give
God glory. Please pray about it and consider doing your
part!
Your fellow worker in the Kingdom,
Pastor Steve

Congratulations to the Class of 2016!

Kalley Clack-MHS
Tegan Kako-MHS
Calvin Lake-SHS
Heidi Olson-SHS
Logan Olson-SHS

We pray God’s blessings on your accomplishments and futures!
We will be honoring the graduates at the First English Church on May 22nd and at
Friends in Christ on June 5Sth.




First English Lutheran Church
Admin. Board Meeting May 1, 2016

Present: Roxanne G., Kathy M., Russ O., Kari
C., Marlene S., Virgel O., Dianne S., Pastor
Steve

Absent: Tim K., Verllien A.

Russ O. called the meeting to order.

Secretary’s report was read and accepted.

Treasurer’s report was read and accepted.

During Lenten services, $850.00 in donations

was received.

Old Business:

1. The Assessments are getting paid down.

2. Time & Talent sheets are being filled out.

New Business:

1. Confirmation picture display, will present
to the congregation the need for this.
Possibly use memorial fund money. Social
ministry will donate to purchase. Anyone
who is interested in donating, it would be
greatly appreciated.

2. Ruby’s Pantry Trailer was tabled.

3. Motion was made by Kari C. to add
Marlene Salo as an authorized signer on
LYO checking account at First National
Bank of Menahga. Motion was seconded
by Kathy M. Motion passed.

4. Motion was made by Marlene S. to add
Dayna Anderson as an authorized signer on
the First English Memorial Fund Account
at First National Bank of Menahga. Motion
was seconded by Kathy M. Motion passed.

5. Dumpster at church was discussed, tabled
until more information is available.

6. WIFI usage was discussed. It is password
protected and we feel no one needs to use
this.

7. Sidewalk will be patched out front, Russ O.
will take care of this.

8. Next meeting is Monday, May 16, 2016 at
7:00 P.M. Kari C. will have devotions.

Meeting adjourned.

Submitted by Roxanne Gilbert, secretary

FIRST ENGLISH
Attendance &

Offering
3/27/16 129
General $ 1,006.00
Loose $ 160.00
Assessmertss  25.00
Food Shelf$ 100.00
Building $_ 95.00

$ 1,386.00
4/3/16 58
General $ 2,190.00
Loose $ 16.00
Assessmerts 125.00
Food Shelf$ 100.00
World Hunger$ 10.00
Pastor Ji

$ 120.00
Building $__ 240.00

$ 2,701.00
4/10/16 46
General $ 1,495.00
Loose $ 29.00
World Hunger $ 10.00
Assessmeris  80.00
Building $__ 80.00

$ 1,694.00
4/17/16 70
General $ 1,650.00
Loose $ 25.00
Assessmeriis 180.00
Food Shelf$ 100.00
Pastor Ji

$ 310.00
Building $_ 360.00

$ 2,625.00
4/24/16 50
General $ 938.00
Loose $ 37.00
Assessmeris  80.00
Building $_ 280.00

$ 1,335.00

Thank you to Larry & Marlene Salo for their gift to the
First English Building Fund in memory of Clyde Allebach.

Thank you to Kyle & Karen Petterson & Millie

Hendrickson for their gifts to the First English Memorial

Fund in memory of Clyde & Verna Allebach.

Thank you to Tim & Brenda Kohrs for their gift to the
First English church quilters in memory of Clyde & Verna

Allebach.
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Remember in Prayer

1 Tammy
Yrjo
T MaryAnn
Lusti
Jane Bruer
Verllien
Augst
Mabel
Ehnert
Tammy Evans
Harold Koski
Brian Charmoli
Carol Alm
Paula Wevley
Brittany Munger
MpDatirgen 9et Tr i p
Tom Mickelson
Reid Anderson
Pastor
Naomi
Dale Nordick
Chatrlie Blixt
Joan Bruer
Marie Wortiska
Norma Dissmore
Carol Mortenson
Jackie Ranallo
Sharon Berg
John Rader
Thomas Merchlewicz
Vickie Hinchley
Jim Johnson
Mhshisy 'afti8rsod T |
Lynnette Yliniemi
Tracey Skroski
Ramona Olson
Joann Koskela
Bruce Blanchard
Elvin Yrjo
Susan Gullekson
Our Country & Military
Luke Hallaway
1 Kyle Soppeland
1 Jason Wilker
1 Our Churches, Pastors,
Leaders, and Staff
1 Our Shut-ins
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CHI St. Joseph’s Health Hospice Care is accepting
applications for new volunteers. Please contact
CHI St. Joseph’s Health Volunteer Services at

616-3197 for more information.




Friends in Christ Lutheran Tri -Point Parish Joint Council Meeting April 30, 2016

Church . Present: Kari C., Kathy M., Russ attend a worship service at
Board of Trustees Meeting | 0 Roxanne G., Dianne S., Tom another church. Service will be at
April 17, 2016 C. Kris S, Art Y., Rita H., Verdell = 11:30 on this date. Motion was
S., Mark S., Dave M., Ron M., made, seconded and accepted to

Present Tom C, Tim P, Reuben R,

) Evelyn M., Pastor Steve, Pastor Jim this effect.
Gordy H, Marianne K, Pastor Steve,

Bethany Auction 0 August 2|

Tracey O. . Call to order: Tom C.- Friendsin 3.  Pastor Jim spoke of his trip
Pastor opened with prayer. Christ to India this past February. A
Secretaryos rep q:’{st%rjn}l\vi%aﬁ devot?oﬁls% thgl n dmotion was made to discuss at
approved. 5 f orm dL:hur'ahlser'v'se@theg‘1eedf)f<§?sr eqt [
Treasureros reppfqt, vy_aosr dr € a mission donation for schooling of
approved. . pastors in foreign countries. A

Motion was made, seconded and .

. . . decision needs to be made by
Missions: give 150.00 toward accepted to approve the previous June I, 2016, Motion seconded
Ministerial fund. The money goes meeting minutes. and pa’ssed.
toward gas and scholarships Business:
approved. I. Three Point Parish Discussion Meeting adjourned

. Can more songs be played and Submitted by Roxanne Gilbert
Business: . sung from the red hymnals. First English Administrative Board,
|.Gave 100.00 to the Institute of Show support Berearyeach ot her ds

Lutheran Theology (ILT) to churches _ _

further the word of God. . Joint Council Retreat

Lenten Services were a huge

2.Tabled the building fund until next positive for all congregations and

month with Edward Jones

Pastor Steve & Pastor Jim-

. ] also the Methodist church that wonderful discussion on the

Flnapual. joined us, it was enjoyed by all. words of faith and what it is
3.Motion made to put all other 2. Upcoming Joint Church and what it means to everyone.

building fund money intoa CD at | gopyices. 2. Discussion on Spiritual Gifts?

the bank for ﬁ\_/e years. Sebeka-June 19 for Red Eye What are they? Where can we
4.Graduation quilt ceremony River Days use all of our gifts?

tentatively set for June 5th with Menahga-July 10 for Menahga

cakg and ice cream aiter the Midsummer Days A HUGE thank you to Art Y. from

service. We have three graduates Day at the Lake-Paul Miller all of us in attendance for buying

this year Heidi O, Logan O, Calvin| p, 1 i perham OJuly 17 One us lunch.

L. ) .| service will be held on July 17 at Thank L B q
5.Day at the lake will be July I17thiin | o\ Miller Park. If unable to ank you to Leana Bruer an
Perham at the Paul Miller Park. Racheal Towers for a wonderful

attend we encourage everyone to

Pastor Steve will call and reserve. lasagna lunch.

6.Tabled for the next meeting Red
Eye River Day Service.
7.Joint Council Meeting is April 30th Thursday, April 21st, 2016 at 4:00 2 graduates this year.

First English Womenods Exequti

from 9:00 until 2:00 at First P.M. Aprils 30th is Movie Matinee at
English Church. The meeting opened with prayer & Woodsi de Ma nor ojL a w
. devotions by Marlene S. [:00 P.M. Root Beer floats will be
8.0ur last Sunday school is May st ~
ith root beer floats following the Secretaryds repoesetvedread & approvjed.
wit ) 8 Correspondence: Bulletin from Next meeting is Thursday, May |9th
service. Heartland Homes at 4:.00 P.M.
. Treasurerd8s repofMhermaet&ngppel osjed .
Pastor Steve closed with prayer. Lenten supper proceeds to go for Prayer.
special projects. Lucille Erickson, secretary

Submitted by Tracey O., secretary [ Kitchen cleaning in May.




BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Meeting April 30, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pastor Steve, Pastor |im, Art Y.,
Ron M., Mark and Kris S., Dave M., Verdell S., Evelyn M.
and Rita H.

Art called the meeting to order.

Dave M. made a motion to approve the minutes of the last
meeting. Ron M. seconded. Motion carried.
Mar k S. made a moti
Verdell S. seconded. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Social Ministry d Lynette: No report.

on to

Stewardship d Dave: Giving was down February and

March, but was back up again in April.

Education 0 Verdell: Sunday School is making good use of
the TV. Verdell will contact Heidi about getting flowers
ordered for Mothero6s Day
Mot her ds Day.

Worship 8 Ron: Sandi is back, she and Kris will be playing

this summer. Ron has been playing guitar with the Sunday
School kids. They love the hand held instruments.
Evangelism 0 Rita: Took Bibles to Heritage House and

Pine Manor. Will be stopping at the Refuge in DL.
Buildings and Grounds d Mark: Ready to put in the trail

around the cemetery and get the grass planted. Gravel
has been ordered and will be delivered in the next 2
weeks. Mark and Donnie will work on getting the trail
built. Talked about how to pay for the remaining cost of
getting the cemetery done. Dave M. made a motion to
use money from the Mission Investment Fund. This
money was originally dedicated for upkeep of the
cemetery. Ron M. seconded. Motion carried. Mark will
contact Barefoot Lawns with directions to only do a
spring application for weeds of the church lawn, cemetery
and parsonage for an amount of $586.00. Anderson will
be taking care of lawn care this summer. Families are
reminded to make a special donation to Buildings
and Grounds for lawn care.
OLD BUSINESS:

|. The results of the new Time and Talent sheets will be
compiled by the next meeting in May.
Shepherds Canyon will be doing the service for the
Bethany Auction on August 21.
Kris will schedule a date with the Wolf Lake Lions Hall
for the Fall Festival.

2.
3.
Next meeting will be Wednesday, May |1, 2016 at

6:00pm.
Respectively Submitted by Kristine Spadgenske, Secretary

Bethany Disciples:
Please remember
to make a special
donation to
Buildings &
Grounds for the
summer lawn
care.
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Offering
3/27/16
40 Adults, 17 Children
General $810.00
Missions $199.00
$ 1,009.00

4/3/16

29 Adyltg 12 Ehildrgn
General $830.00

4/10/16
27 Adults, 8 Children
General $965.00
Missions $ 10.00
$ 975.00
4/17/16
25 Adults, 10 Children
General  $1,233.00
Memorial $500.00
Missions $ 3.00
$1,736.00

4/24/16

29 Adults, 6 Children

General  $1,355.00

Missions $ 18.00
$1,373.00
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Thank you to Mike
Spadgenske and
Harold & Sandi
Mickelson for their
gifts to the Bethany
Cemetery in
memory of Rae-Ann
Spadgenske.

EVENTS to REMEMBER

1 The Menahga High
School Baccalaureate
Service will be held on
Sunday, May 22™ at 6:00
P.M. in the Menahga
High School Band Room.

1 The Sebeka High School

Baccalaureate  Service
i e 0
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Our Saviorod
Church in Sebeka.

1 Sebeka High School is
sponsoring A DAY OF
CARING. One afternoon
in early May, Sebeka
High School Students will
pe ogtfand Syt in 4h
community to help wit
yardwork, simple home
projects, city and park
clean-up and road and
ditch clean-up as well.
Please contact Sebeka
School if you would like
to have some extra help
and extra care on this
day. 837-5101

1 The Menahga Gardeners
will have their annual
plant sale Saturday, May
28th from 9:00 A.M. to
1:00 P.M. at the Catholic
Church. Variety of
annuals and perennials
will be available. There
will also be goodies and
door prizes.

v Bbisba

Rubyds
distribution is
Saturday, May 21, 2016.
Registration is at 9:00
A.M. at First English
Lutheran Church and
distribution is at 10:00
A.M. at the Catholic
Church. If you are
interested in volunteering
please be at the Catholic
Church around 8:30 A.M.
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Words GKS 62NR o0& /KNRaAlGAlIya &
LQ@S KIR (g2 RA&aOdzaarzya NBO&uywhy?e sAGK Go2 G201 €@

STFSOUG 2Fz AGQa 2yfeée | 62 NR dacoprdingato Mlunar Sycle? Iff aspegts SINdbiA wokski]ardj dzS
me. Do words have constant meanings, fluctuating meanings, annected to the worship of the sun or moon instead of the pon
meanings related to time. of God, what does it say to people we are trying to reach?

A word with a constant meaning would mean the exact same You might find most of the research on this subject to]be
thing no matter when or where it is used. Hallelujah is a word likdfensive (sexually) and want to dismiss it because it confront§ our
that. You can use that word in many places around the globe amindsets and traditions. But if we rush to defend our traditigns
it will mean the same thingraise! It has done so for a long time. we may just find ourselves on dangerous ground. Allow mg to

A word with a fluctuating meaning is a word that is used ishare two Scriptures.
varying situations for different purposes. Love is such a word inPhilippians 3:14€1 | press on toward the goal for the prize

love, and storgeour natural affection for people. many, of whom | have often told you and now tell you even
A word with a time related meaning is a word that meantears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their epd is

very specific today that is different. There are lists of these worsldth minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in hegven,
@2dz OF y NIS FRd | SNBQa || FS46 4&lanLifo® & we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, whg will
GClLydlraiaadéeé YSEHyd GSEA&GA ytmnsfany fodr lowly yody 2t/ & dike his ghgrioud hady, (b the ¢
centuries ago. Today, it means something is really incredible. = power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
. RZ¢ alAR blyoOes ISN.yaYi\uK'dzaaéFZ Ay RS HGNKSHS Nﬂﬁe\faﬁm
done something wrong or something that was poor in qualitg ! YR ¢gK& R2 @&2dz o0NBI |1 GKS OPYYI
¢2RFE&Z AG f&a2 YSIya a3I22Ré RNIJNI NI RS (4 RYK Qdza SR & afl yj3o

G{A0]1 ®dddy 26 A& | 3T22R KAy 3I 6Eodidsnaer talfed Gsthalfedy.(Fozh the gomrbaddmarsdn &
used to mean ill. Today, it also means something is reafyxodus to the message to the churches in Revelation one thjng is
amazing* clear, mixture (syncretism) in our faith practice is offensive tojour

52Sa GKAA YIFIGGSNK ¢2 YS Al LRSLISYyRa 2y GKS g2NR® W. I RQ I yF
WaAO01Q FNB NBfFGADGSte Stae (2/1IRedB10B2HRYSKAKIAYA 48 of $§ RD:
seem to be a big deal to adjust. Being around teenagers makes &pirit challenge our beliefs? | guarantee what makes it thrqugh
necessity if you want to talk with them. But if our words used tthe wash will be pleasing to God. He never leads us astray. JHe is
communicate things of great importance cloud the message, aspirofoundly good. And, Jesus promised He would lead usjinto
what receiving Jesus Christ or describing events in His life actusiliyh.
mean, it is vitally important to use clear language! What are we to do when we discover thlngs in our lives thatjare

What is the word you think of when you think of they 2 i LJX SF&Ay3 (2 D2RK ¢KA& AR GK
resurrection of Jesus Christ? In most Christian churches the wbelamazed at how God will respond with His peace and assurfnce.
used is Easter. When you ask someone what Easter means antl KSy ¢S TAYR (KIG ¢SQ@S 2FFSy
that person is a regular church goer they will most likely answerflitought, belief, or inaction we: 1. simply confess to Him pur
means the resurrection or at least implies it. wrong.

[Some simple research turns up some other options. Old We very simply ask Him to forgive us.
EnglishT I & fioN@ermanic origin and related to Germ@stern We very simply accept His forgiveness by faith. | normally thank
and east According to Bede the word is derived fr@rl &, GhslJSHim by stating His own Word to Him in prayer. Thank you Fgther
name of a goddess associated with spring.] F2N) 6SAYy3a FILAGKTFdA | yR 2dzad |d2

Or [Recently a Moslem aworker made the comment that my confession. | receive Your forgiveness today and thank Yqu for
Easter was originally a pagan holiday. Where would he get sucKaur love for me. Thank You for leading me to confess tS]You
notion?t A reader in Alexandria. today so that | might walk blamelessly before You, in the Nanje of

I think your Moslem cavorker is confused to say the least. Irthe Lord Jesus Christ, Amen
accord with the gospels, Easter is unequivocally the solemn feastMost importantly, we walk out that forgiveness believing God
celebrating the resurrection of Christ. In the Western tradition dbr new revelation providing ways to bring truth to how we Ho
the Church, Easter has been celebrated on the first Sundéwngs; such as celebrate the resurrection!
following the new full moon which occurs on or immediately afier
the vernal or Spring equindk. Pastor Jim

I the resurrection of Jesus Christ about spring, a fertlity -http://lwww.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/26/wordsthat-have-changed
goddess or is it about the dead body of Jesus Christ coming bagkiing n 4847343.htmi ' 9

to life? If the Muslim ‘Moslemz man was confused bx the use of



https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&client=safari&rls=en&q=define+east&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiokc72sYzMAhVLuoMKHYWgCu0QgCsIIDAA
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/26/words-that-have-changed-meaning_n_4847343.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/26/words-that-have-changed-meaning_n_4847343.html

Pancake Breakfast
May |4th, 2016
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.
Free-Will
Offering

At First English Lutheran Church
All proceeds will go to the
First English Sunday School .
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